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 Emily Freeman, RHIT, ODS-C, ICRA President 

Hello membership! I hope you all have had a great summer! Remember to submit your Dis-

tinguished member nominations before or on 9/30/24. We have a few nominations that have 

been summitted thus far and I know there are many members that would be deserving of 

this recognition. The nomination form was sent via email to membership. 

Fall conference is right around the corner and we are excited to see you all “virtually  ” this 

year! Mandi our program committee head has been working hard this year and our confer-

ence is packed with great educational sessions! Registration is open now!  

 

Please reach out to me with any questions or concerns! 

Emily.Freeman@franciscanalliance.org 

 

Dani Deckard, BSW, ODS-C. ICRA Vice-President 

Hey all, 

It has been a year! I am so honored to have served with this board and see all the neat ideas 

come into play this year. This year has been a transition for me as I moved back into a Social 

Work role and am working in an inpatient psych facility with adolescent females. Going from 

working in my home to working on a unit with 8-10 girls everyday has been a welcomed chal-

lenge in my life. It has been a pleasure to serve as the Vice President this year and add anoth-

er year on the ICRA board to my resume!! I highly encourage everyone to serve at least once 

during their career.  



 

Mandi Kraushaar, RHIA, ODS-C Program Chair and President Elect 

 

Summer is sadly coming to an end and kids are going back to school. On the bright side, the 

ICRA Board of Directors is working hard to put together a fall conference for everyone to look 

forward to! As a reminder, our fall conference this year will be a one-day virtual only confer-

ence on November 8, 2024. 

We are excited to share with you our final conference agenda! We have gathered a wonderful 

variety of speakers to provide you with a full day of education and we are expecting approval 

from NCRA for 6.5 CEs for this one-day conference! We wanted to keep the cost affordable 

this year, as we know many people attended NCRA since this was held in Indianapolis this 

year. Therefore, the virtual conference will only cost $50 for members. This comes out to less 

than $8 per CE! 

 

New this year we will be offering a package to purchase your membership dues for 2025 and 

your conference registration all together for a discounted rate of $80. Remember, with your 

annual membership for ICRA, you gain additional CEs throughout the year with our virtual 

presentations. Plus, you can go ahead and get your 2025 membership dues paid for, so you 

don’t have to remember to do it next year!  

As President Elect, I am looking forward to an exciting new year in 2025 working with my 

Board of Directors to bring you updates, education and networking opportunities. If you have 

an interest in becoming more involved in ICRA or simply have ideas about what we could do 

better, please reach out to me at amandakraushaar@registrypartners.com 



 

Tracy Paulus ODS-C 

Treasurer 

Martha Hill ODS-C Acting Treasurer 

 

 

   April   May   June    

Beginning Balance: 
 $            

17,383.33  
 $           

17,416.43  17368.01   

Income:         

Membership - Checks $35.00     $35.00 

Membership - Stripe $311.90 $100.58   $412.48 

Ways and Means - Booth NCRA   $95.00   $95.00 

NCRA Basket         

Total Income: $346.90 $195.58   $542.48 

          

Expense:         

Mileage - Board         

Board lunch         

Website Maintenance $99.00 $99.00 $99.00 $297.00 

Website-Upgrade         

NCRA CE   $125.00   $125.00 

NCRA: parking   $20.00   $20.00 

NCRA Basket $214.80     $214.80 

Total Expense: $313.80 $244.00 $99.00 $656.80 

          

Ending Balance $17,416.43 $17,368.01 $17,269.01   

Balance Savings Account $21,005.71 $21,006.07 $21,006.41   

Total Assets for ICRA as of 6/30/2024: $38,422.14 $38,374.08 $38,275.42   



 

LeAnn Capps BA, ODS-C, Past President 

 

Hello members, as Past President of the association I will be setting up the election ballot 
for next years Board of Directors. Positions that will be voted on this year will be President 
Elect, Vice President and Secretary.  Mandi K will be President and Tracy P will still be finish-
ing her two year term as Treasurer. 

 

Martha A. Hill ODS-C, AAS 

Membership Chair 2024 

 

2024 Membership Drive Has Closed for the 2024-2025 Fiscal Year! 

Happy Fall ICRA Members.   The ICRA membership closes 60 days prior to the November 
Fall Conference.  We currently have 75 members which is comparable to the 2023 num-
bers.  If you have any suggestions on how to encourage our fellow Indiana ODS peers to 
join ICRA please pass them on to Mandy Kraushaar, president-elect. 

 

As I continue to see membership numbers decline over the past several years, it concerns 
me if our association can sustain, or will dissolve as so many other things have and are con-
tinuing to disband post COVID .  Many of us take advantage of the free NCRA approved 
webinars offered as part of our membership dues, and I am grateful for the hours our Edu-
cation Chairman puts in to preparing and presenting those.  However, for me sitting in front 
of a computer does not take the place of being able to attend our Annual Fall Conference, 
networking with fellow data specialist in exchanging ideas, issues and solutions.  I have 
been given many helpful suggestions and ideas sitting around a luncheon table, or while we 
are waiting for a speaker to present. Being able to ask questions of the speakers and peers 
in real time and receiving answers in real time sometimes makes much more logic to me 
than reading the manuals.  Sometimes it just clicks in the way it is stated or presented.  

But that is not the only reasons I love meeting people.  I have made many friends over the 
years who I still communicate with. Not only to ask questions about abstracting, CoC ac-
creditation, or how do you do this or that, but as friends who have helped me through 
some really tough times. 

I will always value those friendships, and would not have had them if it were not for in per-
son meetings.  



 

As this year’s Fall Conference will be virtual, I will miss seeing all of you and networking with 
you. My hope is in 2025 we will move back to an in person conference and we will be able to 
network, renew friendship and meet new ODS who have joined our field. 

 

This will be my last article for the “Indiana Abstract “as a member of the ICRA Board. I have 
enjoyed being a representative for the membership to the board and being a spokesperson 
for each of you, the members.  I will miss the notes you all have enclosed with your member-
ship checks during my tenure as the membership chair.  Some coming at times when I needed 
encouragement and friendship.  I hope you all will continue your commitment to our associa-
tion and continue to be active members.  I hope you will consider becoming active on the 
ICRA Board.  New minds bring new ideas and new ideas sparks growth.   

 

Until we see each other again, stay safe and be healthy.  Most of all please stay in touch. 

 

Joann Schultz, RHIT, ODS-C  

Beth Otto, ODS-C, AAS-MA  

Ways & Means  

 

We hope everyone has enjoyed the Summer, all the fresh fruit, veggies & beauti-
ful weather.  We are looking forward to Fall and our Fall Conference.  Although we will miss all 
the fun at the Fall Conference, Mandy has a great virtual program prepared.  It was 
great seeing so many ICRA members at NCRA.   

 

LeAnn Capps, BA, ODS-C 

Public Relations 

 

The annual conference is planned and registration is open! We have a great line up of presen-
tations and several registration choices this year. Please spread the word to colleagues and 
have a great turn out this year! Hope to see everyone’s name on the list this year.  

 

 

 



  

Leslie Woodard, CHCM, ODS-C 

ICRA Education Chair 

 

Determining if nodes are regional or distant for AJCC can be difficult, 

especially when your physicians don’t assign a stage, or they all as-

sign differently. Recently I’ve received more than one question about 

level IV neck nodes and lung cancer; are they considered regional N3 

nodes, or are they too high in the neck and considered metastatic M1? 

 
Table 36.1 in AJCC defines lung lymph node station 1 nodes as those that fall between the 

lower margin of the cricoid cartilage and the clavicles.  

When researching what a level IV neck node is considered, you’ll see they are called lower 

jugular nodes, deep cervical and even supraclavicular. AJCC is clear that supraclavicular nodes 

are N3, but lower jugular and deep cervical aren’t specifically spelled out in the chapter.  

 

My tip to you, when trying to determine things like this, is to look at the pictures available in 

the AJCC manual, and use Google (of course, making sure the resource you’re looking at is a 

reputable source). Below are the resources I used in confirming that neck level IV nodes are 

considered N3 nodes for lung cancers, in addition to Table 36.1 in AJCC and Figure 36.1.  

 

                                                                      



Source: The Radiology Assistant : Cervical Lymph Node Map 

Source: Lymph node levels of the neck | Radiology Reference Article | Radiopaedia.org 

https://radiologyassistant.nl/head-neck/cervical-node-mapping/cervical-node-map#levels-iv-lower-jugular-and-medial-supraclavicular
https://radiopaedia.org/articles/lymph-node-levels-of-the-neck?lang=us


So, with those resources, you can clearly see that the lower jugular nodes, or deep cervical 

chain, fall between the lower border of the cricoid and above the clavicles, therefore meeting 

the definition of a lung station1 node. Level IV neck nodes for lung cancer will always be N3. 

And remember, N3 is automatically a summary stage of 7 for lung   

https://cancerbulletin.facs.org/forums/node/155235 (AJCC verification) 

 

Did you know? 

IDOH 2024 Manual has been released 

See summary of changes here: https://www.in.gov/health/cdpc/files/DRAFT_Change-List-

for-2024-IDOH-Policy-and-Procedure-Manual-Word-Final.pdf  

            Manual linked here: https://www.in.gov/health/cdpc/files/DRAFT_2024-Policy-and-               
Procedure-Manual-Word-Final.pdf  
STORE 2025 has been released 
             Linked here: https://www.facs.org/quality-programs/cancer-programs/national-cancer  
-database/ncdb-call-for-data/  

              https://www.facs.org/media/uf5gxb4i/store-2025.pdf  

https://cancerbulletin.facs.org/forums/node/155235
https://www.in.gov/health/cdpc/files/DRAFT_Change-List-for-2024-IDOH-Policy-and-Procedure-Manual-Word-Final.pdf
https://www.in.gov/health/cdpc/files/DRAFT_Change-List-for-2024-IDOH-Policy-and-Procedure-Manual-Word-Final.pdf
https://www.in.gov/health/cdpc/files/DRAFT_2024-Policy-and-Procedure-Manual-Word-Final.pdf
https://www.in.gov/health/cdpc/files/DRAFT_2024-Policy-and-Procedure-Manual-Word-Final.pdf
https://www.facs.org/quality-programs/cancer-programs/national-cancer-database/ncdb-call-for-data/
https://www.facs.org/quality-programs/cancer-programs/national-cancer-database/ncdb-call-for-data/
https://www.facs.org/media/uf5gxb4i/store-2025.pdf


 

Cassie Nobbe, CTR, Website  

Website: www.icra-indiana.net           E-mail Address: icra_indiana@yahoo.com 

ICRA Usernames and Passwords 

In 2020, ICRA decided to assign individual usernames and passwords to the membership. If 
you are unsure of your username and password, please reach out to me via our e-mail ad-
dress. 

Username: first name.last name          Example: cassandra.nobbe 

ICRA Membership Application 

ICRA’s Membership Application is now an on-line process. To renew your membership, com-
plete the application form on the website. Membership for the current year closes 60 days 
prior to the Annual Fall Conference. The application will vanish from the website at this time.  

Link: Membership Application | ICRA (icra-indiana.net) 

ICRA Payments 

ICRA’s accepts both check and on-line payments. Membership dues, conference fees, and 

sponsorship can be paid via the website. There is a processing fee for on-line transactions. 

Currently, the conference fee section is blank as we are not yet accepting payments for the 

Fall Conference. ICRA has recently added donations to the sponsorship tab.  If you would like 

to support ICRA through a monetary donation you can do so online.  

Membership Dues: Membership Dues | ICRA (icra-indiana.net)  

Conference Fees: Membership Dues | ICRA (icra-indiana.net) 

Sponsorship Fees:  Sponsorship Fees | ICRA (icra-indiana.net) 

ICRA Surveys 

The Board of Directors will occasionally survey the Membership for their opinions. A section 
for these surveys has been added to the website.  

Link: Surveys | ICRA (icra-indiana.net) 

 

https://icra-indiana.net/sponsorship-fees/


ICRA Blasts and Broadcast E-mails 

At times ICRA’s Blast/Broadcast e-mails are not received by active members.  This may be due 

to firewalls and settings controlled by your organization or by my own human error.  ICRA has 

designated a specific section in your member resources to store copies of these e-mails. After 

ICRA sends an e-mail to the membership, it is uploaded to the website.  

Link: ICRA Membership Blasts/Broadcast Emails | ICRA (icra-indiana.net) 

ICRA Webinar Recordings  

ICRA sponsored webinars are saved in the Members Only section of the website. 

Link: ICRA Webinars | ICRA (icra-indiana.net) 

Indiana State Department of Health Cancer Registry Information 

The education e-mail blasts from the Indiana State Department of Health Cancer Registry are 

uploaded to the website for your review. 

Link: Indiana State Department of Health Information | ICRA (icra-indiana.net) 

https://icra-indiana.net/icra-membership-blasts-broadcast-emails/
https://icra-indiana.net/icra-webinars/
https://icra-indiana.net/indiana-state-department-of-health-information/













